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Integrated Rice Pest Management by Farmers in Huai Krachao District of
Kanchanaburi Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) social and economic states of rice farmers, 2)
the knowledge of integrated rice pest management, 3) the practice on the rice pest management, and 4)
problems and suggestions on guidelines for the extension and development of integrated rice pest
management. The population in this study was farmers in Huai Krachao District of Kanchanaburi
Province. The samples were selected by using purposive random sampling methodology consisting of
two groups, group 1 were 97 farmers who attended the farmer field school and goup 2 were 97farmers
who did not attend the school. The data were collected by interviewing farmers by using an interview
questionnaire. The statistical methodology was used to analyze the data by computerized program
including frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, chi-square test, and t-test.The findings of
this study were as follows: 1) most of the farmers in group 1 were male, with an average age at 50.96
years, while most of the farmers in group 2 were female, with average age at 47.53 years. Most of the
farmers in both groups were educated at primary level. The average numbers of the household member
were 4.04 persons and 4.34 persons, respectively. Most of them were a member of a farmer group.
They had no social position. They had received the agricultural information from agricultural
extensionists.) The farmers in group 1 had more knowledge of integrated rice pest management by
comparing with the farmers in group 2. 3) The farmers in group 1 adopted the knowledge of integrated
rice pest management to real practice. In practice, the costs of chemical substances of the farmers in
group 1 (Xx=245.71 Baht) were lower than the costs of chemical substances of the farmers in group 2 (X
=398.98 Baht) at statistical significance, and the selling price of rice per Rai (1 Rai = 1,600 square
meters) of the farmers in group 1 (X=6,824.60 Baht) was higher than the selling price of rice per Rai of
the farmers in group 2 (X=5,839.60 Baht) at statistical significance Hence, 4) Most of the farmers in
both groups had problems on the spread of low rice quality, such as bouncing rice and weed rice.
Although the farmers who attended the farmer field school would have more knowledge and more
efficient practice, they still had lack of knowledge and practice incorrectly in some issues, same as
general farmers. Thus, the integrated rice pest management adhering to the practice of the farmer field
school played an important role in lowering the costs of chemical substances to be used in rice
production and increasing farmer income. However, farmers suggested that the curriculums of the
farmer field school and the knowledge transfer should be improved and developed to be consistent with
the needs and problems of farmers in each community at most level.

Keywords: Farmer field school, Integrated rice pest management, Kanchanaburi Province
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